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I s t Bap t i s t Church o f ve rsa i l l e s , Missouri

A r t i c l e s of f a i t h adopted and subscribed to by t h e members of t h e l e t B a p t i s t
Church in ve rsa i l l es , Missour i , at t h e organizat ion t h e r e o f on t h e 15 th day of
Janua ry A.D. 1868 by Bro . James Box, e t a l , as t h e o n l y t r u e Gospel teach ings o f
F a i t h and p rac t i ce as del ivered by o u r Sav iour and t h e insp i red w r i t i n g of t h e New
Testament.

we be l ieve t h e Hbly B i b l e was w r i t t e n by men D i v i n e l y insp i red , and is a ‑
p e r f e c t t reasure o f Heavenly i n s t r u c t i o n ; t h a t i t has God f o r i t s au tho r, sa l va t i onf o r i t s ma t te r ; t h a t i tf o r i t s end, and Tru th , w i t h o u t any admixture of e r r o r ,
r e v e a l s t h e p r i n c i p l e s b y which God w i l l judge u S ; and t h e r e f o r e i s , and shall
remain to t h e end o f t h e wor ld, t h e t r u e centre o f Chr i s t i an un ion , and t h e Supreme
s tandard by w h i c h a l l human conduct, creeds, and opinions should be t r i e d ;

I.

I I . That t h e r e is one, and o n l y one , t r u e and l i v i n g God, whose name is JEHOVAH
t h e maker and supreme R u l e r of Heaven and Earth5inexpressibly glor ious in Hol iness:
w o r t h y of a l l poss ib le h o n o r , confidence and l o v e ; revealed under t h e pursual and
r e l a t i v e d i s t i n c t i o n s o f t h e F a t h e r, Son, and the Ho ly S p i r i t ; equal i n e v e r y
D iv ine per fec t i on , and execu t ing d i s t i n c t but harmonious o f fi c e s in t h e great work
of Redemption.

under t h e l a w of h i s Maker ; b u t
appy'state; in consequence of

t c h o i c e , being b y na tu re
, w h o l l y g i ven t o t h e g r a t i fi

and t h e r e f o r e under

I I I . That man was created i n a state o f H o l i n e s s ,
by v o l u n t a r y t ransgress ion f e l l f r o m t h a t Ho ly and h
wh ich a l l mankind a r e now S inne rs , not by constraint bu
u t t e r l y v o i d o f t ha tHb l i ness requ i red by t h e Law o f God
c a t i o n of t h e wor ld , of Satan, and of t h e i r own s i n f u l PaSSiOHS’
fi r s t condemnation to E t e r n a l r u i n , w i thou t defence or excuse.

I V } That t h e s a l v a t i o n o f s i n n e r s i s w h o l l y on grace; through t h e med ia t iona l
o f fi c e s o f t h e Law o f God, who t o o k upon h im o u r n a t u r e , yet wi thout s i n ; honored
t h e l a w by h i s personal obedience, a n d made atonement f o r our s i n s by h i s Death,
be ing r i s e n f r o m . t h e Dead he is nOW'enthroned in E s a v e n , and u n i t i n g in h i s wonderful
p e r s o n the t e n d e r e s t sympathies w i t h d i v i n e por fec t ions , i s every way q u a l i fi e d to
be a s u i t a b l e , a compassionate, a n d an a l l su f fic ien t S a v i o u r.

V } T h a t t h e grea t Gospel b l e s s i n g wh i ch Chr is t o f h i s f u l l n e s s bestows o n such
a s b e l i e v e i n Him, i s j u s t i fi c a t i o n ; t h a t j us t i fica t ion consists i n t h e pardon o f
s i n a n d t h e promise of e t e r n a l l i f e , on pr inc ip les of Righmeousness; t h a t it is b e "
stowed n o t i n c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f any works o f r ighteousness which w e have done bu t
s o l e l y t h r o u g h H i s own redempt ion a n d r igh teousness t h a t i t b r i n g s us i n t o a s ta te
o f most b l e s s e d peace and f a v o r w i t h God, a n d secures e v e r y o the r b l e s s i n g n e e d f u l
f o r t i m e and E t e r n i t y .

n a r e made f r e e to a l l by t h e Gospel; t h a t it
is t h e immediate d u t y of a l l to accept t h e m by a c o r d i a l and obedient f a i t h ; and
t h a t n o t h i n g prevents t h e s a l v a t i o n o f t h e greatest s i n n e r o n E a r t h except h i s own
v o l u n t a r y r e f u s a l t o subm i t t o t h e L o r d J e s u s C h r i s t ; w h i c h r e f u s a l w i l l sub jec t h i m
to an a g g r a v a t e d condemnation.

V I . Tha t t h e b l e s s i n g s o f S a l v a t i o
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V I I , That in o r d e r to be saved We must be regenerated or b o r n t g a i n ; t h a t r e ~
generat ion cons is ts in g i v i n g a h o l y d ispos i t i on to t h e mind; and is e f fec ted i n ‘
a manner above o u r comprehension or c a l c u l a t i o n , by t h e pOWer of t h e Ho ly S p i r i t ,
so as to secure o u r vo lun ta ry obedience to t h e Gospel; and t h a t i t s proper e v i ~
dence is found in t h e Ho ly f r u i t w h i c h we b r i n g f o r t h to t h e G l o r y of God.

V I I I . That e l e c t i o n i s t h e g rac ious purpose o f God, acco rd ing to wh i ch He r e g e n ‑
erates, s a n c t i fi e s and saves s i n n e r s ; t h a t b e i n g p e r f e c t l y consistent w i t h t h e Free
Agency of man, it comprehends a l l t h e means in connection w i t h t h e end; t h a t it is s
most g l o r i ous d i sp lay o f God‘s sover ign goodness, b e i n g i n fi n i t e l y wise, Ho ly and
unchangeable t h a t it u t t e r l y excludes b o a s t i n g , and promotes h u m i l i t y , prayer,
p r a i s e , t r u s t in God, an a c t i v e i n i t a t i o n of H i s f r e e mercy; t h a t it encourages t h e
use of means in t h e h ighest degree; t h a t it is ascertained by i t s e f f e c t s in all who
b e l i e v e t h e Gospel; i t i s t h e f o u n d a t i o n o f C h r i s t i a n assurance ; and t h a t t o a s ‑
c e r t a i n i t w i t h rega rd t o ourse lves demands and deserves o u r utmost d i l i g e n c e .

fKe That such o n l y a r e r e a l be l i eve r s as endure unto t h e end; t h a t t h e i r
pe rseve r i ng attachment to C h r i s t i s t h e grand mark which d i s tu ingu i shes them f r o m
mere PTOfeSSOTS; t h a t a spec ia l providence watches o v e r t h e i r w e l f a r e ; and t h e y a r e
kept b y t h e power o f God t h r o u g h f a i t h unto S a l v a t i o n .

X. That t h e l a w of God is t h e e t e r n a l a n d unchangeable r u l e of h i s mora l
government; t h a t it is h o l y j u s t and good, a n d t h a t t h e i n a b i l i t y which t h e s c r i p t ‑
u res a s c r i b e to f a l l e n men to f u l fi l l i t s precepts, a r i s e s e n t i r e l y f r o m t h e i r l o v e
of s i n ; to d e l i v e r them f r o m which, and to restore them through a mediator to u n ‑
f e i g n e d obedience to t h e Hb ly Law, is one great end of t h e gospel and of t h e means
of grace connectedw i t h t h e establishment of t h e v i s i b l e Chruch.

X I . That a v i s i b l e Church of C h r i s t is a congregation of baptized be l i eve rs
assoc ia ted by covenant i n t h e f a i t h a n d felIOWShip o f t h e Gospel; obse rv i ng the
ordinances of C h r i s t ; goverened by h i s Laws; and e x e r c i s i n g t h e g i f t s , r i g h t s and
p r i v i l e g e s inves ted i n them b y h i s Word; t h a t i t s o n l y proper o f fi c e r s a re Bishops
or Pastors, and Deacons, whose qua l ificat ions, c la ims, and d u t i e s a r e defined in
t h e E p i s t l e s t o Timothy and T i t u s .

X I I . That C h r i s t i a n Baptism i s t h e immersion o f a be l i eve r i n water, i n t h e name
o f t h e Father, Son and S p i r i t ; t o flow f o r t h i n a solemn and b e a u t i f u l emblem, O u r
F a i t h i n a c r u c i fi e d , b u r i e d and r i s e n Sav iou r, w i t h i t s p u r i f y i n g power, t h a t i t
i s p re requ i s i t e t o t h e p r i v i l e g e s o f a Church r e l a t i o n ; and to the Lord’s Supper
in wh ich t h e members of t h e Chruch, by t h e use of bread and wine, a r e to commemorate
t o g e t h e r ' t h e dy ing l o v e of C h r i s t ; preceded always by a solemn self-examination.

X I I I . That t h e fi r s t day o f t h e week i s t h e Lord’s day o r C h r i s t i a n Sabbath, and
is to be kept sacred to r e l i g i o u s purposes, by abs ta in ing f r o m a l l secular labor
and rec rea t i ons ; by t h e devout observance o f a l l t h e means o f grace b o t h p r i v a t e
and p u b l i c ; and by prepara t ion f o r t h a t res t w h i c h remaineth f o r t h e people o f God.

XIV. The C i v i l Government is of d i v i n e appointment f o r t h e i n t e r e s t s and good
o r d e r o f human s o c i e t y , a n d . t h a t m a g i s t r a t e s a r e t o b e prayed f o r and c o n s c i e n ‑
t i o u s l y honored and obeyed, except i n t h i n g s opposed t o t h e w i l l o f ou r Lo rd Jesus
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C h r i s t who is t h e o n l y Lord of t h e conscience a n d t h e P r i n c e of t h e Kings of t h e
e a r t h .

XV. That t h e r e i s a r a d i c a l and e s s e n t i a l d i f f e r e n c e between t h e Righteous and
t h e wicked, t h a t such o n l y a s a r e t h r o u g h f a i t h j u s t i fi e d i n t h e name o f t h e L o r d
Jesus and sanct ified by t h e S p i r i t o f o u r God, a re t r u l y r igh teous in h i s esteem:
w h i l e a l l such as continue in tnpenitence and unbe l ie f a re in h i s s i g h t wicked and
under t h e curse; and t h e i r des t ruc t ion holds among men bo th in and a f t e r Death.

X V I , That t h e end of t h i s w o r l d is approaching t h a t at t h e l a s t day Chr i s t w i l l
descend f r o m Heaven and r a i s e t h e dead f r o m t h e grave t o fi n a l r e t r i b u t i o n ; t h a t
a solemn separa t ion w i l l t h e n t a k e p lace ; t h a t t h e w i c k e d w i l l be adjudged to end ‑
l e s s punishment and t h e r igh teous to endless j o y ; and t h a t t h i s judgment w i l l f o r ;
e v e r fi x t h e fi n a l s ta te of men in h e l l o r Heaven, on pr inc ip les of Righteousness.

COVENANT

As We t r u s t we have been brought by d i v i n e grace to embrace t h e Lord Jesus
C h r i s t , and b y t h e i n fl u e n c e o f h i s s p i r i t t o g i v e ourselves u p t o h im, s o w e d o
now solemnly covenant w i t h each o t h e r, t h a t God ennob l i ng us we w i l l w a l k t o g e t h e r
in b r o t h e r l y Love; t h a t Wew i l l exerc ise a C h r i s t i a n care and watchfulness ove r
each o t h e r and f a i t h f u l l y warn, rebuke and admonish one another a s t h e case s h a l l
r e q u i r e ; l a t we w i l l not f o r sake t h e assembling of ourselves t o g e t h e r, n o r om i t
t h e great du ty ' o i ‘ p raye r, bo th f o r ourse lves and f o r o t h e r s ; t h a t we w i l l p a r t i c i p a t
in each o t h e r s j o y s , and endeavor, w i t h tenderness and sympathy, to bear each o the rs
burdens a n d sorrows; t h a t w e w i l l e a r n e s t l y endeavor t o b r i n g u p such a s may b e
unde r o u r c a r e in t h e nu r tu re and admoni t ion of t h e L o r d ; t h a t we w i l l seek d i v i n e
a i d to enable us to w a l k c i r cumspec t l y and w a t c h f u l l y i n t h e wor ld ; denying u n ‑
god l iness a n d eve ry w o r l d l y l u s t t h a t we w i l l s t r i v e together f o r t h e support o f a
i a i t h f n l e v a n g e l i c a l m i n i s t r y among u s ; t h a t W e w i l l endeavor b y example and e f f o r t
to w i n souls to Chr is t ; and t h r o u g h l i f e amidst e v i l report and good report seek to
l i v e to t h e G lo ry of Him who h a t h c a l l e d us o u t of Darkness i n t o h i s marvelous
L i g h t .


