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The Preamb le

I n t h e name o f t h e F a t h e r , t h e Son and o f t h e H o l y Ghos t , Amen.
W e d e c l a r e a n d e s t a b l i s h t h i s c o n s t i t u t i o n f o r t h e p r e s e r v a t i o n o f
t h e s e c u r i t y o f t h e p r i n c i p l e s o f o u r f a i t h , _and t o t h e end t h a t t h i s
body may b e go v e r n e d i n a n o r d e r l y manner, c o n s i s t e n t w i t h t h e
d o c t r i n e s o f t h e New Te s t amen t a n d t h e t e n e n t s o f t h e S o u t h e r n B a p t i s t
Conven t i on . T h i s c o n s t i t u t i o n w i l l p r e s e r v e t h e l i b e r t i e s i n h e r e n t i n
e a c h member o f t h i s c h u r c h a n d t h e f r eedom o f a c t i o n o f t h i s b o d y w i t h
r e s p e c t t o i t s r e l a t i o n t o o t h e r c h u r c h e s o f t h e same f a i t h .

Church Covenan t

Hav i n g been l e d , a s we b e l i e v e , b y t h e s p i r i t o f God, t o r e c e i v e t h e
L o r d Jesus C h r i s t a s o u r S a v i o u r , and o n t h e p r o f e s s i o n o f o u r f a i t h
h a v i n g been b a p t i z e d i n t h e name o f t h e F a t h e r a n d o f t h e Son a n d o f
t h e H o l y S p i r i t , w e do now i n t h e p r e s e n c e o f God and t h i s a s s emb l y,
mos t s o l em n l y a n d j o y f u l l y e n t e r i n t o c o v e n a n t w i t h one a n o t h e r , a s
one bod y i n C h r i s t .

S e c t i o n 1. FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF THIS CHURCH: We engage , t h e r e ‑
f o r e , b y t h e a i d o f t h e H o l y S p i r i t , t o w a l k t o g e t h e r
in C h r i s t i a n l o v e ; to s t r i v e f o r t h e advancement of t h i s
c h u r c h , i n know ledge , h o l i n e s s , a n d c om f o r t ; t o p romo te
i t s p r o s p e r i t y a n d s p i r i t u a l i t y ; t o s u s t a i n i t s wo r sh i p ,
o rd inances , d i s c i p l i n e , a n d d o c t r i n e ; to g i v e i t a s a c r e d
p re ‐em inence o v e r a l l i n s t i t u t i o n s o f human o r i g i n ; and

S e c t i o n 2 . A S CHRISTIAN STEWARDS: To c o n t r i b u t e c h e e r f u l l y a n d r e g ‑
u l a r l y t o t h e s u p p o r t o f t h e m i n i s t r y , t h e expenses o f t h e
c h u r c h , r e l i e f o f t h e p o o r , a n d t h e s p r e a d o f t h e g o s p e l
t h r o u g h a l l n a t i o n s .

Sec t i o n 3 . ALONE AND AT HOME: We a l s o engage t o ma i n t a i n f a m i l y a n d
s e c r e t devo t i ons ; t o educa t e o u r c h i l d r e n r e l i g i o u s l y ; t o
s ee k t h e s a l v a t i o n o f o u r k i nd red a n d acqua in tances :

S e c t i o n u . BEFORE THE WORLD: To w a l k c i r cumspec t l y i n t h e w o r l d ; t o
be j u s t i n o u r d e a l i n g s , f a i t h f u l i n o u r engagemen ts , a nd
e x emp l a r y i n o u r d e p o r t m e n t , t o a v o i d a l l t a t t l i n g , b a c k ‑
b i t i n g , a n d excess ive a n g e r ; to a b s t a i n f r om t h e s a l e and
u s e o f t o b a c c o and i n t o x i c a t i n g d r i n k s a s a beve r age a n d
t h e i l l e g a l u s e o r d i s t r i b u t i o n o f d r u g s ; a n d t o b e z e a l o u s
i n o u r e f f o r t s t o advance t h e kingdom o f o u r Sav i ou r.

Sec t i on 5. TOWARD ONE ANOTHER: We f u r t h e r engage to w a t c h o v e r one
a n o t h e r i n b r o t h e r l y l o v e ; t o remember each o t h e r i n
p r a y e r , t o a i d each o t h e r i n s i ckness and d i s t r e s s , t o
c u l t i v a t e C h r i s t i a n sympathy i n f e e l i n g a n d c o u r t e s y i n
speech ; t o b e s l o w t o t a k e o f f e n s e , b u t a l w a y s r e a d y f o r
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n and , m i nd f u l o f t h e r u l e s o f o u r Sa v i o u r,

" t o s e c u r e i t w i t h o u t d e l a y .

S e c t i o n 6 . WHEN WEMOVE: Wemoreover, engage t h a t when we move f r om
t h i s p l a c e , w e w i l l a s soon a s p o s s i b l e u n i t e w i t h some
o t h e r c hu r ch , where we can c a r r y o u t t h e s p i r i t o f t h i s
c o v e n a n t a n d t h e p r i n c i p l e s o f God's w o r d .



ARTICLE I : ‘ NAME

Th is body s h a l l b e known a s the F i r s t B a p t i s t Church o f Ve r s a i l l e s ,
M i s s o u r i , t h e same be i n g a n o n ‐ p r o fi t c o r p o r a t i o n o rgan i zed unde r
t h e l aws o f t h e S t a t e o f M Issou r i .

ARTICLE I I : PURPOSE

Our pu r p o s e a s a chu r c h i s :

S e c t i o n 1. To acknowledge t h e L o r d Jesus as head of t h e chu r ch and to
e x a l t t h e s t a n d a r d o f C h r i s t ‐ l i k e l i v i n g .

S e c t i o n 2 . To i n t e r p r e t , p r e s e r v e a n d p r o p a g a t e t h e p r i n c i p l e s o f
o u r f a i t h w i t h i t s o r i g i n and a u t h o r i t y i n t h e H o l y
S c r i p t u r e s .

S e c t i o n 3 . T o assemb l e t o g e t h e r r e g u l a r l y f o r r e a son s o f wo r sh i p ,
f e l l o w s h i p and p r e a c h i n g o f t h e g o s p e l , t h e t e a c h i n g o f
t h e S c r i p t u r e s , a n d t h e t r a i n i n g a n d s p i r i t u a l d e v e l o p ‑
ment o f t h e C h r i s t i a n ; a n d t h e adm i n i s t r a t i o n o f t h e
chu r ch ord inances , name l y t h e L o r d ' s Suppe r a n d Bap t i sm.

S e c t i o n 4 . To e v a n g e l i z e t h e n o n ‐Ch r i s t i a n t o r e c e i v e b y F a i t h , Jesus
C h r i s t a s h i s p e r s o n a l S a v i o u r , commi t t i ng h i s l i f e i n
d i s c i p l e s h i p t o Jesus C h r i s t .

S e c t i o n 5. To m i n i s t e r b o t h spiritually an d p h y s i c a l l y to t h e l o c a l
a n d w o r l d communit ies i n ways o f benevo l ence , p r a y e r ,
sympathy and s h a r i n g t h e Gospe l o f Jesus C h r i s t .

S e c t i o n 6 . To c o ‐ o p e r a t e w i t h o t h e r c hu r c hes o f l i k e b e l i e f a n d o r d e r
in c a r r y i n g o u t t h e G r e a t Commission ( M a t t h e w 2 8 : 1 9 ‐ 2 0 ) by
p a r t i c i p a t i n g w i t h fi n a n c i a l s u p p o r t o f t h e Co ‐ope ra t i v e
P rog ramo f Wo r l d M i s s i ons t h r o u g h t h e S o u t h e r n B a p t i s t
Conven t i on .

S e c t i o n 7 . To e d i f y t h e C h r i s t i a n , encourag ing h i s g r o w t h in know ‑
l e d g e a n d g r a c e o f o u r L o r d t h r o u g h p r o g r am s o f s t u d y
a n d t r a i n i n g , a f f o r d i n g t o t h e C h r i s t i a n a c h a n n e l f o r
a c t s o f s e r v i c e to Jesus C h r i s t , a n d t o t a l i nvo l vemen t i n
t h e m i n i s t r y o f H i s C h u r c h .

ARTICLE I I I : ARTICLES OF FAITH

The s t a n d a r d o f f a i t h a n d p r a c t i c e s h a l l b e t h a t a s s e t f o r t h i n t h e
New Tes t amen t a nd i n c o r p o r a t e d i n t h e A r t i c l e s o f F a i t h p ub l i s h ed a s
"The B a p t i s t F a i t h a n d Message” a dop t e d by t h e Sou t h e r n B a p t i s t Con ‑
v e n t i o n in sess i on in Memphis, Tennessee, on May 1 4 , 1925 a n d
r e a f fi r m e d a t Kansas C i t y , M i s s o u r i , o n May 9 , 1 963 .

ARTICLE I V : RELATIONSHIPS

The g o v e r nme n t o f t h i s c h u r c h i s v e s t e d i n t h e b o d y o f b e l i e v e r s who
compose i t . I t i s s u b j e c t t o t h e c o n t r o l o f n o o t h e r e c c l e s i a s t i c a l
b o d y , b u t i t r e cogn i zes and s u s t a i n s t h e o b l i g a t i o n s o f m u t u a l c o u n s e l
a n d c o - o p e r a t i o n which a r e common among B a p t i s t c h u r c h e s . I n s o f a r a s
i t i s c o n s i s t e n t w i t h o u r b e l i e f , t h i s c h u r c h w i l l c o ~ o p e r a t e w i t h a n d
s u p p o r t t h e a s s o c i a t i o n and s t a t e conven t i ons a f fi l i a t e d w i t h t h e
S o u t h e r n B a p t i s t Conven t ion .



ARTICLE V: MEMBERSHIP

Genera l :
T h i s is a s o v e r e i g n a n d democrat ic B a p t i s t C h u r c h u n d e r t h e L o r d s h i p
of Jesus C h r i s t . The membership r e t a i n s u n t o i t s e l f , t h e e x c l u s i v e
r i g h t o f s e l f ‐ g o v e r n m e n t i n a l l phases o f t h e s p i r i t u a l a n d t e m p o r a l
l i f e of this church. The membership r e s e r v e s t h e exc lus ive r i g h t to
de te rm ine who s h a 1 b e members o f t h i s c h u r c h a n d t h e c o n d i t i o n s o f
s u c h membership.

S e c t i o n 1. QUALIFICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP: Any p e r s o n p r o f e s s i n g f a i t h
in J e s u s C h r i s t as S a v i o u r a n d g i v i n g evidence of h a v i n g
been b o r n a g a i n o f t h e S p i r i t a n d h a v i n g a d o p t e d t h e v iews
o f f a i t h a n d p r a c t i c e h e l d b y t h i s c h u r c h , may b e r e c e i v e d
f o r membership. T h e r e f o r e , t h e membership of t h i s c h u r c h
s h a l l c o n s i s t o f p e r s o n s who a c c e p t e d J e s u s C h r i s t a s L o r d
a n d who h a v e obeyed Him i n t h e s c r i p t u r a l o rd inance o f B a p ‑
t i s m i n a c c o r d a n c e w i t h t h e b y ‐ l a w s o f t h i s c o n s t i t u t i o n .

S e c t i o n 2. CANDIDACY: Any p e r s o n may o f f e r h i m s e l f as a cand ida te f o r
membership in t h i s c h u r c h . A l l such cand ida tes s h a l l be
p r e s e n t e d t o t h e c h u r c h a t a n y r e g u l a r c h u r c h s e r v i c e f o r
membership ( a f t e r c o u n s e l i n g ) i n a n y o f t h e f o l l o w i n g ways:

A . B y p r o f e s s i o n o f f a i t h a n d f o r bap t i sm a c c o r d i n g t o t h e
p o l i c i e s o f t h i s c h u r c h .

B. By promise of a l e t t e r of recommendation f r o m a n o t h e r
B a p t i s t Chu rch o f l i k e o r d e r a n d f a i t h a c c e p t a b l e t o
o u r own,

C. By s ta tement o f p r i o r convers ion exper ience a n d b a p ‑
t i s m i n a B a p t i s t C h u r c h , when n o l e t t e r i s o b t a i n a b l e ,
a n d

D . Those who a r e r e s t o r e d t o t h e r o l l a f t e r h a v i n g b e e n
d r o p p e d .

A l l p e r s o n s coming f o r c h u r c h membership s h a l l be c o u n s e l e d by t h e
p a s t o r a n d or deacon committee appo in ted f o r s u c h p u r p o s e , w i t h i n
t h i r t y ( 3 0 ) d a y s ; as to t h e i r s a l v a t i o n expe r i ence a n d t h e i r b e l i e f s
a s t o o u r A r t i c l e s o f F a i t h ( A r t i c l e I I I ) a n d Purpose ( A r t i c l e I I ) ,
a n d b e f o r e b a p t i s m , r e c e p t i o n o f l e t t e r , r e s t o r a t i o n , o r i n c l u s i o n b y
s ta tement ; u n l e s s s u c h c o u n s e l i n g h a s b e e n made p r i o r to t h e i r
p r e s e n t a t i o n .

S h o u l d t h e r e b e a n y d i s s e n t i n t h e p u b l i c v o t e o r a n u n a c c e p t a b l e c o n ‑
c l u s i o n u p o n c o u n s e l i n g . The p a s t o r a n d d e a c o n commit tee w i l l make a
recommendation to t h e c h u r c h w i t h i n t h i r t y d a y s ( 3 0 ) . A t h r e e ‐ f o u r t h s
v o t e o f c h u r c h members p r e s e n t a n d v o t i n g s h a l l b e r e q u i r e d t o e l e c t
s u c h cand ida tes to membership.

S e c t i o n 3. NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION: New c h u r c h members s h a l l be
e x p e c t e d t o p a r t i c i p a t e i n t h e c h u r c h ' s new member
o r i e n t a t i o n p r o g r a m , a s i t i s p r o v i d e d b y t h e c h u r c h .

S e c t i o n 4. TERMINATION OF MEMBERSHIP: Membership s h a l l be t e r m i n a t e d
i n t h e f o l l o w i n g w a y s :

A .  D e a t h ,

B . D ismiss ion to a n o t h e r B a p t i s t Church by l e t t e r ,

C . E x c l u s i o n b y a c t i o n o f t h e c h u r c h ,

D . E r a s u r e , when b y c h o i c e , members r e q u e s t i t , o r when
t h e y u n i t e w i t h a n o t h e r c h u r c h t o which t h i s church
does n o t g r a n t l e t t e r s .



( T e r m i n a t i o n o f Membership Sec t i o n c o n t i n u e d z )

Under no ci rcumstances in a n y of t h e above i ns tances , o t h e r t h a n dea t h ,
c a n a member b e t a k e n f r om t h e c h u r c h r o l l w i t h o u t a v o t e o f t h e
chu r c h . A permanen t r e c o r d s h a l l be ma in ta ined o f a l l names removed
f r om t h e c h u r c h r o l l .

S e c t i o n 5 . D ISC IPL INE : I t s h a l l be t h e b a s i c p u r p o s e o f t h e F i r s t
B a p t i s t Church to emphasize to i t s members t h a t e v e r y
r ea sonab l e measure w i l l b e t a k e n t o a s s i s t a n y t r o u b l e d
member. The p a s t o r , o t h e r members of t h e chu r ch s t a f f ,
a n d deacons a r e a v a i l a b l e f o r c o u n s e l a n d gu i dance .
Redempt ion, r a t h e r t h a n punishment s h a l l be t h e g u i d e l i n e
which g o v e r n s t h e a t t i t u d e o f one member t o w a r d a n o t h e r .

S h o u l d some se r i ous c ond i t i o n e x i s t , wh i ch wou l d cause a
member t o become a l i a b i l i t y t o t h e g e n e r a l w e l f a r e o f t h e
c h u r c h , e v e r y r e a s o n a b l e measure w i l l b e t a k e n b y t h e
p a s t o r a n d b y t h e deacons t o r e s o l v e t h e p r o b l em . A l l
p r o ceed i ngs s h a l l be p e r v a d e d by a s p i r i t o f C h r i s t i a n
k indness a n d f o r b e a r a n c e , b u t , fi n d i n g t h a t t h e w e l f a r e o f
t h e c h u r c h w i l l b e s t b e s e r v e d b y t h e e x c l u s i o n o f t h e
member, t h e c h u r c h may t a k e t h i s a c t i o n b y a t w o ‐ t h i r d s
v o t e of t h e members p r e s e n t at a mee t i n g c a l l e d f o r t h i s
p u r p o se ; a nd t h e c h u r c h may p r o c e e d t o d e c l a r e t h e
o f f e n d e r to be no l o n g e r in t h e membership of t h e c h u r c h .

Any p e r s o n whose membership h a s been t e rm i n a t e d f o r any
c o n d i t i o n wh i ch ha s made i t n e c e s s a r y f o r t h e c h u r c h t o
e x c l u de h im , upon ev idence o f h i s r e pen t a n ce and r e f o r m ‑
a t i o n , may, u p o n h i s r e q u e s t , be r e s t o r e d to memberhip
b y a v o t e o f t h e c h u r c h .

ARTICLE V I : ELECTION OF OFFICERS AND THEIR DUTIES

The o f fi c e r s o f t h i s B a p t i s t Chu r c h s h a l l b e : P a s t o r , Deacons,
Trus tees , F i n anc i a l S e c r e t a r y , C l e r k , Mode r a t o r, Sunday Schoo l
D i r e c t o r , Chu r c h T r a i n i n g D i r e c t o r . Woman's M i s s i o n a r y D i r e c t o r ,
B r o t he r hood D i r e c t o r , a n d o t h e r s , a s deemed n e c e s s a r y , may be added by
a v o t e o f t h e c h u r c h .

TME PASTOR: S h a l l be chosen by t h e chu r ch whenever a vacancy o c c u r s .
H l S e l e c t i o n s h a l l t a k e p l a c e a t a mee t i n g c a l l e d f o r t h a t p u r p o s e , o f
wh i ch a t l e a s t one week ' s n o t i c e p u b l i c l y h a s been g i v e n .

Whenever a vacancy o c cu r s , a p u l p i t commit tee s h a l l be e l e c t e d by t h e
c h u r c h a n d e l e c t i o n s h a l l b e b y b a l l o t . Any member o f t h e chu r ch h a s
t h e p r i v i l e g e o f mak ing an a d d i t i o n a l nom ina t i on , i f he des i r es .

The p a s t o r s h a l l s e r v e u n t i l t h e r e l a t i o n s h i p i s m u t u a l l y te rmina ted
b y a two weeks ' n o t i c e .

DUTIES: The p a s t o r s h a l l b e t h e s p i r i t u a l o v e r s e e r a n d
d i r e c t o r o f t h e New Tes tamen t c h u r c h ,

A . H i s fi r s t d u t y b e i n g t o p r e a c h t h e Go s p e l ;

B . He w i l l l e a d t h e deacons , t h e c o ng r e ga t i o n , t h e
o r g a n i z a t i o n s a n d t h e c h u r c h s t a f f t o p e r f o r m t h e i r
t a s k s o f engag i ng i n a f e l l o w s h i p o f wo r s h i p , w i t n e s s ,
educa t i on a n d o f m i n i s t r y ,

C . P r o c l a im i ng t h e Gospe l to b e l i e v e r s and unbe l i eve rs ;

D . Ca r i n g f o r t h e c h u r c h ' s members and o t h e r pe r sons o f
t h e community a n d

E . H e w i l l e n c o u r a g e f a m i l y w o r s h i p a n d B i b l e s t u d y .



F.

G.

H.

I t w i l l be h i s d u t y to admin i s te r t h e chu rch ord inances.

And p r e s e n t a t s t a t e d t imes , t h e va r ious c la ims o f
miss ions a n d a f f o r d o p p o r t u n i t y f o r c o n t r i b u t i o n s t o
t h e s e o b j e c t s .

He s h a l l be e x o f fi c i o member o f a l l commi t tees .

CHURCH CLERK:

A.

B.

G.

H e s h a l l b e elected a n n u a l l y ,

S h a l l keep a r e g i s t e r o f t h e names o f members, w i t h
t h e d a t e s o f admiss ion, d i sm iss ion , o r d e a t h , t o g e t h e r
w i t h a r e c o r d o f a l l b a p t i s m s ;

S h a l l keep i n a s u i t a b l e book a r e c o r d o f a l l a c t i o n s
o f t h e c h u r c h , e x c e p t a s o t h e r w i s e h e r e i n p r o v i d e d ;

S h a l l n o t i f y a l l a b s e n t o f fi c e r s , members of committees,
a n d Messengers o f t h e i r e l e c t i o n o r a p p o i n t m e n t ;

S h a l l i s sue l e t t e r s o f d i sm issa l v o t e d by t h e chu rch .

P r e s e r v e on fi l e , a l l communications a n d w r i t t e n
o f fi c i a l r e p o r t s a n d

S h a l l g i v e , when n e c e s s a r y , l e g a l n o t i c e s c o n c e r n i n g
a n y m e e t i n g s .

A.

B.

S h a l l  b e  e l e c t e d  a n n u a l l y,

I t i s h i s d u t y t o r e c e i v e , p r e s e r v e , a n d p a y o u t , u p o n
r e c e i p t o f v o u c h e r s a p p r o v e d a n d s i g n e d b y t h e
fi n a n c i a l s e c r e t a r y , a l l m o n e y, o r t h i n g s o f v a l u e p a i d
o r g i v e n t o t h e c h u r c h , k e e p i n g a t a l l t i m e s , a n
i temized a c c o u n t o f a l l r e c e i p t s a n d d isbursements ;

Payment o f b i l l s f o r l o c a l w o r k a n d denomina t ions l o r
o t h e r c a u s e s s h a l l b e r e m i t t e d a t l e a s t m o n t h l y b y
check , b y t h e t r e a s u r e r ;

Render t o t h e d e a c o n s a t e a c h m o n t h l y m e e t i n g , a n
i t e m i z e d r e p o r t o f a l l r e c e i p t s a n d a l l d isbursements
f o r t h e p r e c e d i n g m o n t h , a n d t h i s r e p o r t s h a l l b e r e a d
in t h e m o n t h l y bus iness mee t i ng of t h e c h u r c h and;

P r i o r t o t h e r e n d i t i o n o f t h e a n n u a l r e p o r t t o t h e
deacons, t h e t r e a s u r e r s h a l l submit t h i s r e p o r t t o t h e
t r u s t e e s f o r t h e i r a u d i t a n d u p o n c o m p l e t i o n o f t h e
a u d i t , t h e t r u s t e e s w i l l s i g n t h e r e p o r t b e f o r e i t
g o e s t o t h e c h u r c h f o r a c c e p t a n c e .



( C h u r c h T r e a s u r e r ‐ c o n t i n u e d ) .

A l l books , r e c o r d s a n d a c c o u n t s k e p t b y t h e t r e a s u r e r s h a l l b e
considered t h e p r o p e r t y of t h e c h u r c h a n d s h a l l be o p e n f o r i n s p e c t i o n
a t a l l t imes b y a n y member o f t h e c h u r c h . The t r e a s u r e r s h a l l u p o n
e l e c t i o n o f h i s successor p r o m p t l y d e l i v e r to t h e cha i rman of t h e
deacons, a l l books , r e c o r d s a n d a c c o u n t s p e r t a i n i n g t o h i s w o r k .

CHURCH FINANCIAL SECRETARY:

A .  S h a l l  b e  e l e c t e d  a n n u a l l y,

B . S h a l l r e c e i v e t h e empty c o l l e c t i o n e n v e l o p e s a f t e r t h e
money h a s b e e n r e m o v e d a n d c o u n t e d b y t h e c o u n t i n g
commit tee, ( c o u n t i n g commit tee to be s e l e c t e d by t h e
d e a c o n s ) ;

C . S h a l l g i v e e a c h d o n o r i n d i v i d u a l c r e d i t a s p r o v i d e d i n
t h e improved r e c o r d s y s t e m o f f e r e d by t h e Sunday S c h o o l
Boa rd , o r o t h e r a c c e p t a b l e s y s t e m ;

D . W i l l fi l l o u t t h e s h e e t f o r t h e m o n t h l y b a l a n c e a n d
r e p o r t f o u n d i n t h e r e c o r d b o o k , w h i c h w i l l i n d i c a t e
r e c e i p t s f r o m e n v e l o p e s , p l a t e o r l o o s e a n d m i s c e l l a n ‑
e o u s o r s p e c i a l o f f e r i n g s ;

E . S h a l l b e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r p r e p a r i n g a n d m a i l i n g t h e
q u a r t e r l y s t a t e m e n t s t o a l l c o n t r i b u t i n g members;

F. S h a l l r e c o r d i n a s u i t a b l e b o o k a l l t o t a l s r e c e i v e d
t h r o u g h a l l c h a n n e l s o f t h e c h u r c h o f f e r i n g a n d a l s o
c r e d i t e a c h o b j e c t i n t h e a c c e p t e d b u d g e t w i t h i t s
q u o t a o r p e r c e n t a g e o f t h e r e c e i p t s a n d ;

G . W i l l d raw a l l vouche rs f o r p a y m e n t o f a c c o u n t s a n d see
t h a t t h e s e v e r a l o b j e c t s k e e p w i t h i n t h e i r a l l o t t e d
a m o u n t s .

A g e n e r a l o r d e r may b e made b y t h e c h u r c h d i r e c t i n g t h e fi n a n c i a l
s e c r e t a r y t o d r a w o r d e r s a t s t a t e d i n t e r v a l s i n f a v o r o f p e r s o n s
d r a w i n g r e g u l a r s a l a r i e s o r f o r p a y m e n t o f m i s s i o n money f o r t h e i r
d e s i g n a t e d o f fi c e s . A l l b i l l s coming t h r o u g h t h e c h u r c h s h a l l b e
rev iewed b y t h e F i n a n c i a l Rev iew Committee a n d t h o s e which a r e n o t
p r o v i d e d f o r i n t h e g e n e r a l o r d e r , s h a l l g o a u t o m a t i c a l l y t o t h e
c h u r c h c l e r k f o r i n v e s t i g a t i o n ; i f h e a p p r o v e s a n d t h e c h u r c h v o t e s ,
h e t h e n draws t h e o r d e r , t h e c l e r k s i g n s i t , a n d w r i t e s a c h e c k t o
p a y t h e b i l l o r b i l l s .

The F i n a n c i a l S e c r e t a r y h a s n o r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r k e e p i n g t h e money
o f t h e c h u r c h .

MODERATOR:

A .  S h a l l  b e  e l e c t e d  a n n u a l l y ,

B. By means of nominat ions f r o m t h e fl o o r a n d v o t i n g by
s e c r e t b a l l o t a n d ,

C . S h a l l c o n d u c t a l l b u s i n e s s o f t h e c h u r c h .

I n t h e absence o f t h e m o d e r a t o r, t h e chairman o f t h e deacons s h a l l
p r e s i d e , o r i n t h e absence o f b o t h ; t h e c l e r k s h a l l c a l l t h e c h u r c h
t o o r d e r a n d a n a c t i n g m o d e r a t o r s h a l l b e e l e c t e d f r o m t h e c o n g r e g ‑
a t i o n .



SELECTION COMMITTEE:

S h a l l b e composed o f f o u r ( 4 ) members ; The M o d e r a t o r a n d t h r e e _
a p p o i n t e d , b y t h e M o d e r a t o r ( o n e o f t h e t h r e e b e i n g f r o m t h e Active
Deacon Body) a n d p r e s e n t e d i n t h e May bus iness m e e t i n g , e a c h s u b j e c t
t o c h u r c h a p p r o v a l , f o r a t e r m o f o n e y e a r .

A. It s h a l l be t h e d u t y of t h i s committee to nomina te ,
p r i o r t o t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e c h u r c h y e a r a n d s u b j e c t
t o c h u r c h a p p r o v a l , t h e members o f a l l s t a n d i n g
commi t tees , n o t o t h e r w i s e p r o v i d e d f o r ,

B. I t s h a l l be t h e d u t y of t h i s commit tee to name a n y
s p e c i a l g e n e r a l commit tees as t h e n e e d may a r i s e .

C. The commit tee s h a l l name t h e chai rman of e a c h
commit tee a n d f a i l u r e to do so w i l l c a u s e t h e fi r s t
member o f e a c h committee t o a u t o m a t i c a l l y become
cha i rman f o r t h a t commi t tee .

COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS:

S h a l l be a p p o i n t e d a n n u a l l y by t h e S e l e c t i o n Commit tee, at l e a s t t h r e e
m o n t h s p r i o r t o t h e a n n u a l m e e t i n g f o r t h e e l e c t i o n o f o f fi c e r s ,
c o n s i s t i n g o f t h e p a s t o r , ( e x ‐ o f fi c i o ) , a n d fi v e o t h e r s , whose d u t y i t
s h a l l be to b r i n g to t h e c h u r c h nomina t i ons f o r o f fi c e r s .

THE OFFICERS OF THE CHURCH SHALL BE ELECTED AS FOLLOWS:

A. The Committee on Nominat ions, p r o v i d e d f o r a b o v e ,
s h a l l t u r n in a l i s t of nominat ions f o r t h e D i r e c t o r s
o f t h e D e p a r t m e n t s (Sunday S c h o o l , C h u r c h T r a i n i n g ,
Woman's M i s s i o n a r y Un ion , a n d B r o t h e r h o o d ) a t t h e
bus iness m e e t i n g a t l e a s t t w o m o n t h s b e f o r e t h e
a n n u a l m e e t i n g . T h e s e , a f t e r b e i n g e l e c t e d , s h a l l
become a p a r t o f t h e commit tee on nominat ions to
a s s i s t i n s e l e c t i n g t h e d e p a r t m e n t a l o f fi c e r s , wh ich
s h a l l b e e l e c t e d one m o n t h ahead o f t h e a n n u a l
m e e t i n g .

B. Then t h e Committee on Nominat ions s h a l l c o m p l e t e t h e
r o s t e r o f o t h e r o f fi c e r s a n d w o r k e r s t o b e e l e c t e d
a t t h e a n n u a l bus iness m e e t i n g , whose d u t i e s s h a l l
b e d e s c r i b e d a n d d e s i g n a t e d b y a p p r o v e d d e n o m i n a t i ‑
o n a l s t a n d a r d s a n d m e t e r i a l s .

C . The O f fi c e r s o f t h e c h u r c h s h a l l b e e l e c t e d a n n u a l l y
b y t h e c h u r c h , a n d s h a l l h o l d a s t r u t h , t h e A r t i c l e s
o f  F a i t h .

D . When t h e c o m p l e t e d r o s t e r o f o f fi c e r s a n d w o r k e r s
h a v e b e e n e l e c t e d , t h e y s h a l l b e t r a i n e d a n d p r e p a r e d
t o t a k e t h e i r o f fi c e s w i t h t h e b e g i n n i n g o f t h e new
y e a r O c t o b e r 1 . I n a l l o f t h e s e d i f f e r e n t e l e c t i o n s ,
a n y p e r s o n is f r e e to make a d d i t i o n a l nominat ions
f r o m t h e fl o o r .

TRUSTEES:

S h a l l be t h r e e ( 3 ) in number a n d

A . S h a l l h o l d a l l c h u r c h p r o p e r t y i n t r u s t f o r t h e
c o n g r e g a t i o n ;

B . S h a l l b e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r g i v i n g o v e r s i g h t t o a n d
c a r e f o r s u c h p r o p e r t y ;



( D u t i e s o f T r u s t e e s c o n t i n u e d ) 8 ‑

C . They s h a l l b e t h e l e g a l a d v i s o r s t o t h e c h u r c h a n d
s i g n a l l l e g a l d o cumen t s i n t h e c h u r c h ' s name .

D . The t r u s t e e s s h a l l a u d i t t h e c h u r c h t r e a s u r e r ' s b o o k s
a t t h e e n d o f t h e c h u r c h y e a r and s i g n f o r p r e s e n t a t ‑
i o n f o r a p p r o v a l o f t h e c h u r c h .

The t r u s t e e s e a c h s e r v e f o r t h r e e ( 3 ) y e a r s , t h e y a r e e l e c t e d s o t h a t
o n l y o n e ' s t e r m o f o f fi c e e x p i r e s e a c h y e a r a n d t h a t , unless d e a t h
o r o t h e r v a c a n c y o c c u r s , n o t w o t r u s t e e s w i l l b e e l e c t e d i n an y y e a r .

BUILDING AND GROUNDS COMMITTEE:

S h a l l be composed of s i x ( 6 ) members , fi v e of whom s h a l l be nominated
b y t h e S e l e c t i o n Committee a n d t h e o t h e r a deacon f r o m t h e A c t i v e L i s t ,
s u b j e c t t o c h u r c h a p p r o v a l , f o r a t e r m o f t h r e e y e a r s , t w o t o r o t a t e
o f f e a c h y e a r a n d a s y s t e m o f t h r e e y e a r r o t a t i o n b e g a n . I t s h a l l b e
t h e d u t y of t h i s committee:

A. To supve r v i se t h e maintenance a n d r e p a i r of a l l
b u i l d i n g s a n d equ ipment ;

B. To recommend to t h e t r u s t e e s , improvements in
equipment and pe rmanen t d e co r a t i o n s ,

C . To s u p e r v i s e t h e c l e a n l i n e s s o f t h e b u i l d i n g ; a n d t o
s e e t h a t t h e l a w n a n d o t h e r o u t s i d e appea rances a r e
a t t r a c t i v e a n d c a r e d f o r .

D . T h i s commit tee i s p r o h i b i t e d b y t h e c h u r c h f r om
a l l o w i n g t h e u s e o f a n y r o oms o r p a r t o f t h e b u i l d i n g
t o a n y c l a s s e s , o r g a n i z a t i o n o r a u x i l i a r y o f t h e
c h u r c h f o r a n y d i n n e r , en te r ta inmen t o r p r o g r a m , f o r
t h e p u r p o s e o f p r o fi t ‐m a k i n g , p r o v i d e d n o t h i n g i s
con t a i n ed h e r e i n t o p r o h i b i t a c o l l e c t i o n o r c h a r g e
f o r t h e m e a l t o me e t i t s a c t u a l c o s t . I t i s t h e
p u r p o s e and a im o f t h e c h u r c h t o fi n a n c e i t s e l f a n d
t h e Kingdom b y t i t h e s , o f f e r i n g s , a n d v o l u n t a r y
c o n t r i b u t i o n s .

E . T h i s bod y ha s n o l e g a l d u t i e s a n d a r e s u b j e c t t o t h e
Tr u s t e e s a n d t h e r e f o r e , t o t h e c h u r c h b o d y.

DEACONS:

One Deacon s h a l l b e e l e c t e d f o r each fi f t y ( 5 0 ) members o f t h e chu rch ,
or m a j o r f r a c t i o n t h e r e o f . These deacons, when orda ined, w i l l be
o r da i n ed f o r l i f e , b u t t h e i r t e n u r e o f s e r v i c e w i l l b e a t t h e p l e a s u r e
o f t h e c h u r c h . They s h a l l b e e l e c t e d b y t h e c h u r c h f o r a t h r e e ( 3 )
y e a r t e r m o n a r o t a t i o n s y s t e m , whereby 1 / 3 o f t h e t e rms e x p i r e each
y e a r . They s h a l l b e e l i g i b l e f o r r e ‐ e l e c t i o n , a f t e r o n e y e a r o f f t h e
A c t i v e Deacon L i s t .

Deacons s h a l l be nominated by t h e c h u r c h a n d be s c r e e n e d by a Deacon
Sc reen ing Commi t tee made up o f t h r e e ( 3 ) Deacons a n d t h e P a s t o r . T h i s
Committee s h a l l p r e s e n t t h e a p p r o v e d cand idates f o r e l e c t i o n by t h e
c h u r c h . I f t h e c h u r c h s e l e c t s a n y o n e who h a s n o t b e e n p r e v i o u s l y
orda ined, a n o r d i n a t i o n s e r v i c e i s t o b e h e l d f o r h im .

A . A deacon s h a l l mee t t h e B i b l i c a l q u a l i fi c a t i o n s a s
s e t f o r t h in I Timothy 3 : 8 ‐13 .



S e c t i o n  6 .

S e c t i o n  7 .

S e c t i o n  8 .

S e c t i o n  9 .

H e mus t h a v e b e e n a member o f t h e F i r s t B a p t i s t
C h u r c h , V e r s a i l l e s , M i s s o u r i , f o r a t l e a s t one y e a r .

Deacons s h a l l mee t m o n t h l y .

Deacons s h a l l b e s e l e c t e d a s n e e d e d .

Deacons s h a l l o r g a n i z e them s e l v e s a s needed t o c a r r y
o n t h e i r t a s k s ;

S h a l l s e l e c t t h e Deacon Screening Committee f r o m t h e i r
r a n k s .

A l l g o v e r n m e n t o f t h e c h u r c h s h a l l b e b y a m a j o r i t y o f
members, a t t e n d i n g a n y s t a t e d o r r e g u l a r l y c a l l e d
m e e t i n g , e x c e p t f o r b u s i n e s s r e l a t i n g t o c h u r c h
p r o p e r t y , P a s t o r a l o r M i n i s t r i e s C a l l , o r m a j o r “
fi n a n c e s , wh i ch s h a l l b e b r o u g h t b e f o r e v o t i n g
members o f t h e c o n g r e g a t i o n a t S u n d a y M o r n i n g Worship
S e r v i c e .

A l l m i s s i o n a r y a n d o t h e r o r g a n i z a t i o n s w i t h i n t h e
c h u r c h m u s t b e o r g a n i z e d w i t h t h e c o n s e n t o f t h e
c h u r c h a n d l a b o r u n d e r i t s c o n t r o l .

A. It is t h e d u t y of members of t h i s c h u r c h to k e e p o u r
c o v e n a n t o b l i g a t i o n s b e f o r e God a n d e a c h o t h e r ;

B . To s e e k t o b e i n some s e r v i c e f o r t h e L o r d i n t h e
w o r k o f t h e c h u r c h ;

C . To b e f a i t h f u l i n a t t e n d a n c e a t t h e s e r v i c e s ;

D . To w a l k u p r i g h t l y b e f o r e t h e w o r l d ;

E . T o g i v e r e g u l a r l y i n t h e appo in ted way ( M a l a c h i 3 : 8 ,
a n d Ma t t hew 2 3 : 2 3 ) f o r t h e fi n a n c i a l s u p p o r t o f t h e
L o r d ' s w o r k a s H e h a s p r o s p e r e d u s :

F. And t o m a i n t a i n C h r i s t i a n l o v e toward o n e a n o t h e r
a n d k i n d l y c o n d u c t t o w a r d a l l .

WORSHIP:

A . P u b l i c s e r v i c e s s h a l l b e h e l d r e g u l a r l y o n t h e L o r d ' s
Day a n d a t s u c h o t h e r t i m e s t o b e s c h e d u l e d b y t h e
c h u r c h  a s  n e e d e d ;

B . The L o r d ' s Supper s h a l l b e c e l e b r a t e d o n t h e fi r s t
Sunday o f e a c h q u a r t e r a n d ;

C . Occas iona l r e l i g i o u s m e e t i n g s , s u c h as R e v i v a l and
o t h e r , may b e h e l d a t t h e d i s c r e t i o n o f , a n d v o t e d
b y t h e c h u r c h .

BUSINESS:

A. At a n y r e g u l a r meet ings f o r w o r s h i p , t h e c h u r c h w i t h ‑
o u t s p e c i a l n o t i c e , may a c t u p o n t h e r e c e p t i o n o f
members as cand ida tes f o r membership, or upon t h e
d i s m i s s a l o f members t o o t h e r c h u r c h e s .



1 0 .

B. The p a s t o r , may a n d s h a l l , when r e q u e s t e d b y t h e
d e a c o n s , t r u s t e e s , or a s t a n d i n g committee, c a l l f r o m
t h e p u l p i t t h r e e t i m e s , s p e c i a l b u s i n e s s m e e t i n g s ,
a n d t h e p a r t i c u l a r o b j e c t o f t h e m e e t i n g b e i n g c l e a r l y
s t a t e d i n t h e n o t i c e .

S p e c i a l m e e t i n g s o f t h e c h u r c h may b e c a l l e d b y t h e
c l e r k u p o n w r i t t e n a p p l i c a t i o n o f t e n members, r e p r e s ‑
e n t i n g t e n f a m i l i e s , s p e c i f y i n g t h e o b j e c t t h e r e o f ,
which n o t i c e s h a l l b e r e a d t h r e e ( 3 ) t i m e s a t t h e
p u b l i c Serv ices°

The b u s i n e s s meeting s h a l l be h e l d on Wednesday e v e n i n g
a f t e r t h e fi r s t S u n d a y, o f e a c h m o n t h , a n d a t ' t h e m e e t ‑
i n g i n A u g u s t , t h e c h u r c h l e t t e r t o t h e Assoc ia t i on
s h a l l be a p p r o v e d a n d Messengers e l e c t e d . At t h i s a n d
a l l o t h e r b u s i n e s s m e e t i n g s , bus iness t h a t i s p r o v i d e d
b y t h e s e A r t i c l e s o r b y t h e b y ‐ l a w s may b e t r a n s a c t e d .

A t a l l b u s i n e s s m e e t i n g s , w h e t h e r r e g u l a r o r s p e c i a l ,
t e n members r e p r e s e n t i n g a t l e a s t t e n d i f f e r e n t
f a m i l i e s , s h a l l c o n s t i t u t e a quorum f o r t h e t r a n s a c t i o n
o f  b u s i n e s s .

If a n y b u s i n e s s m e e t i n g c a n n o t be h e l d at t h e scheduled
t i m e , i t may b e p o s t p o n e d n o t more t h a n o n e week .

R o b e r t ' s R u l e s o f O r d e r , Revised, s h a l l b e t h e P a r l i a ‑
mentary Guide f o r a l l bus iness m e e t i n g s .

S e c r e t b a l l o t w i l l b e u s e d i n v o t i n g o n t h e c a l l o f
p a i d p e r s o n n e l , e l e c t i o n o f deacons a n d P u l p i t
Committees, a n d s e c r e t b a l l o t s h a l l be u s e d when
r e q u e s t e d a n d a p p r o v e d b y a m a j o r i t y o n a n y m a t t e r o f
bus i ness .

M i s s o u r i , 65084, Done t h i s d a y o f 1 9 7 9 .

S i g n e d :


